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LAWRENCE’S ONLY LOCALLY OWNED BANK!
www.GreatAmBank.com

WEST SIDE BRANCH
1400 Kasold Drive • 785-841-1988

DOWNTOWN BRANCH
888A New Hampshire

785-838-9704 
AAAAA

Rated 5-Stars by BauerFinancial

LOCAL BANKLOCAL LENDERSLOCAL LEADERS
= LOCAL DECISIONS

        FULL SERVICE BANKING:
• Consumer and Commercial loan solutions to fit every need
• Checking, Savings and Money Market options
• CDs and IRAs offered at competitive rates
• Online banking, bill pay and e-statements
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHERS
For more than a decade, one of the highlights of our year has been celebrating the busi-
nesses that are helping shape the future of Lawrence and Douglas County. The Lawrence 
Business Magazine Foundation Awards were established in 2014 with a simple but impor-
tant goal: to recognize and celebrate local businesses that are growing, creating jobs, and 
investing in our community.
As publishers of Lawrence Business Magazine, we have the privilege of telling the stories of 
business owners, entrepreneurs, and organizations that work every day to make our community 
stronger. We know  that much of our community’s economic growth comes from businesses that 
are already here. Local businesses expand, hire new employees, invest in facilities, support local 
causes, and create opportunities for others. They are the foundation of our local economy.
That belief is what inspired the Foundation Awards. Each year, we honor businesses located 
in Douglas County that have created new jobs. Whether it is a small company adding its first 
employee or a larger organization adding dozens of jobs, every new position represents an op-
portunity for someone in our community. Those jobs support families, strengthen neighborhoods, 
and contribute to the overall vitality of Lawrence.
What makes these awards especially meaningful is that they recognize businesses of all sizes and 
across all industries. Growth does not look the same for every company. For some, growth means 
expanding into a new market. For others, it means purchasing new equipment, opening a second 
location, or adding staff to meet increasing demand. Regardless of the path, growth requires vi-
sion, risk, perseverance, and an incredible amount of hard work.
We have had the honor of presenting more than 180 Foundation Awards to local businesses and 
celebrated the creation of almost 2,000 jobs in our community. Those numbers represent far 
more than statistics. They represent entrepreneurs who took a chance, employees who found 
opportunities, and businesses that chose to continue investing in Lawrence and Douglas County.
Each year, one of those Foundation Award honorees is selected for the Footprint Impact Award, 
recognizing a business whose work model includes giving back, community involvement and 
service. In 2023, we expanded our recognition efforts by adding the Minority-Owned Business 
Foundation Impact Award and the Woman-Owned Business Foundation Impact Award, honoring 
businesses that are making a meaningful difference in our community while also building suc-
cessful enterprises. Together, these awards reflect something we have always believed: how a 
business succeeds is just as important as its success itself.
While the Foundation Awards celebrate the achievements of our honorees, they are also a reflec-
tion of the broader business community that helps make that success possible. We are especially 
grateful to the sponsors who partner with us each year to support this program. Their commitment 
to giving back demonstrates the kind of leadership that strengthens our community and creates 
opportunities for others to succeed. We are proud to work alongside our presenting sponsor, 
INTRUST Bank, and our other sponsors who understand the importance of recognizing local busi-
nesses and celebrating the positive impact they have on Lawrence and Douglas County. 
As you read this issue and learn more about this year’s honorees, we encourage you to celebrate 
their achievements. Their success strengthens our entire community. We are proud to recognize 
these businesses, grateful for the sponsors who make the program possible, and excited to con-
tinue highlighting the companies that are helping Lawrence grow, one job at a time.
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& DOUGLAS COUNTY

ON THE COVER
Foundation Award Recipients 
and IMPACT award winners:
CEK Insurance — Footprint 
Impact Award, Justin Cordova 
and Mark Buhler; 
La Tropicana — Minority-
Owned Business Foundation 
Impact Award, Catalina Martin 
del Campo, Severina del Campo 
(sitting), and Laura Martin del 
Campo; 
Free State Dental — Woman-
Owned Business Foundation 
Impact Award, Kim Herries and 
Kayla Steffey.
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