THE FUTURE OF
AGRICULTURE




Small lOC&l farms have made a comeback PI'OVidiIlg personal '

"

tOll-IChC and IlOllI'lShlIlg relatlonshlps Wlth 2 fOCllS on

i

sustamablhty, organic productsiand community stewardship$s

It’s safe to say community agrlculture and/or community-supported agrlculture(CSA), at least when it comes to’t the

Lawrence/Douglas County area, is having a full-circle moment.

Back when the United States was a toddler among countries all the way up to the preindustrial age, community farming was a way of life. In
much simpler times, local growers produced food and distributed goods to community members through local grocery and mercantile (gen-
eral) stores, if not loaded on a wagon or wheelbarrow and hand- dellveredwmelghbor It all had a personal feel to it, a general sense that a
community was in this life together, aIways ready to lend a helping hand. " ‘"?f.’
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That changed toward the middle and Iatter part of the 20th century, when mdustrlallzatlon brought about mass irrigation systems that could
keep entire fields of crops properly watered regardless of weather patterns This brought about an emigration of farms to western Kansas,
where cheap Iand was plentlful Large farms now could grow endless rows of corn, which in turn could supply feed for cattle and other live-

stock megafarms feedlots and packlng plants s *-, i T ¢
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Big, industrial farming complexes appeared to be trending upward whrle the smaller, community farms, with their personal touch and rela it
T .

tlonshlps seemed to start shrinking in numbers . ; wn S

Then, perhaps an even stranger thing occurred In more recent years, around the turn of the century, smaller communlty farms began expe-
el
riencing a revival of sorts. Concepts like sustainability, organic and community stewardship became popular, particularly in small-town mid-
1“ g,
America, but really across the entire U.S. It grew mcreasmgly evident that many consumers preferred knowing where their food came from,;
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how it was produced and by whom. And that it was fresh, flavorful and nutrrtrous ’ 4 3
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Peaches at South B Iwin/Farms;
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Strange as lt mlght SOU“d commumty farmmg became °°°| Though the Pendleton’s impact on local agrlclture can be traced back
A Sy P
“| feel like there’s g oTe gra“fymg to me than knowing I'm more than 70 years to when Albert | Pendleton started farmlng Kansas Riv-

doing what | can to meet them's't ba5|c ey TR beings, ~ er Valley land that produced pottoes and peas for the cannery his fathe

e L e -
| anaged, the genesis of Pendleton’s Kaw Valley Country Market literall :
says Gﬂ)e Spurgeon who anng W|th his father in-law traded ca- o 1 "'Tf’ " ~ s » 'm?“f
o reers in englneerlng to create and operate South Baldwin Farms,  t00 "°°t in 980 w bert and '5 son, John, p anted a half-acre o

near Baldwin Clty “Those most basic needs are food and shelter; asparagus out east °f tOW" : i/

|'obviously fall on the food side of thlngs £ , “We got started in asparagus because Pat and Mary Ross across town
“| try to meet the most basic needs and stay in business,” he con-_ 9ot |nto strawbern;?a‘nd we didn’t want to compete,” says John Pendle-
ton, w o for the last 30 years has run the farm with wife, Karen

“We're feedng people. | can’t th|nk of anything better |
uld be doing with my life.”

. South Baldwin Farms is one of several community farms in the
el T i
L LawrencelDougIas County area.

~ Pendleton’s Country Market, orlglnally called |Pendleton’s’ Kaw

VaIIey Asparagus, began with a "half-acre of asparagus in1980 © -'
and can be considered the granddaddy of Lawrence communit
farms. It has grown to now produce a wide variety of vegetables—
- still speclallzmﬁ asparagus—along with bedding plants'and cut

Vi,
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" rowers for celebratlons and occasions.
Ol

ties to talk to media a lot because |t was unlque and EYELG) posmve story.”

There also are a couple of nonprofit community farms that have
T

gardens and orchards that serve as gatherlng places and prowde
et A R

b educatlonal opportunities for those wantmg to learn'about how
; thln'as grow.

Pendleton says his parents also taught him the value of community in-
A .
volvement and being active in a WIde varlety of communlty organlzatlons
The Pendletons are heaV|Iy |nvolved with Growmg Lawrence WhICh start- =
s e e '!G"«ﬁ
ed as the Douglas County Fruitand Vegetable Growers Orgamzatlon and 1
isa group of local g growers and ag enthusiasts that meets monthly to dls y
cuss toplcs of interest and offer mentoring and networking opportunltles

The Snrlse Prolect serves the county by allowing opportunities

to grow culturally appropriated foods while caring for the land and

each other.'A few miles east in Eudora, the Eudora lemg Garden

not only provides fresh produce and flowers to the community,  They also have a venerable presence at the Lawrence Farmers Market on |
g gt

butalso educat|onal °PP°"“"%|J“5s for local school children. Saturday mornings, as well as the weekly farmers market at Clinton Park-

Noneof the owners/operators of these communlty farms will tell Wy, and have their own CSA (community- supported agrlculture)

;you ‘they have gotten rlch off their endeavors. All wﬂLgay it is a : r i
calhng that’s worked its way into the very core of their beings. o 3
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KAW VALLEY
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Karen and John Pendleton

It's involvement with the community that eventually pushed the Pend-
letons to widen the scope of their farm from just asparagus.

“| jokingly have said | have had no control over our business ever,”
Pendleton explains. “We're always listening to what people want.”

After asparagus, they started growing hydroponic tomatoes. But cus-
tomers would drive up asking, “Where are your bedding plants?” So
they started growing bedding plants in between rows of tomatoes.
Later, they added flowers and various vegetables.

In 2006, a microburst hit the farm hard, destroying a couple of silos
and a large barn. The Pendletons were able to rebuild, butin 2019, a
tornado blew through and delivered even more damage. Pendleton
wasn't sure his family farm would make it back this time.

Again, involvement with the community made all the difference. Cars
lined up on the side of the gravel road leading to the farm loaded with
customers and community members ready to pitch in wherever they
could to help clean up and rebuild.

“That was the best example of a community saying, ‘We're not going
to let this stop you, " he says. “The community came out and picked
us up.”

Today, Pendleton’s Kaw Valley Country Market sells three varieties of asparagus and more than 80 varieties of tomatoes. A work-
force of 12 part-time employees helps sell those and a variety of other vegetables, along with bedding plants and cut flowers (Karen
handles flower designs for special occasions such as weddings). About one-third of the company’s business comes from the farm-
ers market, a third comes from flower sales and a third is harvested vegetables. About one-third of those sales come from the CSA.

“Times are good now,” Pendleton says. “As long as we have good help, we have plans on doing this.

“It's been the community that’s been helping us all along,” he adds.
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TorrMASTERS

LAWN & IRRIGATION
Pumpkin Patch Opens ,,\

September 27th
Kaw Valley Farm Tour !’Eﬁ“&ﬂ‘!ﬁ?

October 4 - 5 COUNTRY MARKET
Holiday Open

House

November 22-23
and 28 - 29 :

785-843-1409 '
pendletons.com |

1446 E 1850 Rd. |
Lawrence, KS

| How'd you find
this place?!

LAWN ENVY?

Our lawn treatment packages will have your

Your spot for remote
work or coworking.

* Reserve a study room for up to 4 people

* Reserve a meeting room for up to 33 people

* Connect remotely with our video conferencing system

® Borrow HDMI cables, adaptors, Chromebooks (in-house only)
* Bring covered drinks and packaged snacks - it's okay!

» Walk to Mass Street in minutes for food and coffee breaks

LAWRENCE PUBLIC MON-THU 10AM-8 PM
. LIBRARY FRI-SSUN 10 AM-6 PM

707 Vermont Street | Lawrence, KS 66044 | 785-843-3833 | Iplks.org

lawn looking the best in the neighborhood.
From fertilization and weed control programs,

to seasonal pest treatments, we offer a suite
of services for a healthy, green lawn.

Give us a call for a free estimate!

LawrenceTurf.com 785.842.2888
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The ‘Apple 'of Douglas
County's Eye

.@ Back in the early 2000s, Gabe Spurgeon and his father-in-
H law," Dave Miles, were engineers'with a deep passion for
: agriculture. Spurgeon grew up in southwest Missouri work-
"\\- « . ing summers in peach orchards. Miles was raised on a dairy
»~ farmin northeast Kansas. In 2010, the two men began talking
h\ i and decided, just for fun, to plant less than an acre of apple
~e and peach trees.

NP Today, South Baldwin Farms has more than 100,000 trees on
- 70 acres.

Tree fruit, mainly apples, is the farm’s major product. While
\;‘ - there are some peaches, Spurgeon says the weather the
| J last five years—specifically bitter cold temperatures—have
%2 made conditions difficult.

j‘ ‘ The farm also has 2 acres of blackberries it mainly sells by
o allowing customers to come out to the farm and pick their
own, though they also sell prepicked blackberries in the farm

? : store.
‘b

“l also have my own farm that grows some vegetables and
5 pumpkins, mostly tomatoes, some jalapefios,” Spurgeon
says. “l do a bit of wholesale sweet corn.”

Spurgeon says South Baldwin Farms sells its goods from
v +- Eudora to Manhattan. The Farm Store, open six days a week
“’/‘ through August (then four days'a week until early Novem-
‘ ber), is where Spurgeon sells most of his vegetables. Apples,
of which there are 30 varieties, and 18 varieties of peaches
are distributed to other area farm stores and grocery stores.

“2020 was one of the best years we’ve had for our Farm
Store,” Spurgeon says of the year of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. “It was more than just a food store. It became a sort of
playground destination for children since there was a lot of
outdoor space.”.

Five years beyond the pandemic, and 15 years after planting
a few apple and peach trees for fun with his father-in-law,
South Baldwin Farms is going strong, though Spurgeon says
it's rarely smooth sailing.

“We’re never without a challenge, whether it’s the market,
weather or disease,” he says. “Right now, growth is a chal-
lenge. We’ve started building another large building for re-
frigeration.”

Those'are good problems to have for a business that, as
Spurgeon puts it, has as its No.' 1 product the No. 1 fruit sold
tin the United States.

/9 ‘4'" : : '_:';E;J[e%ipéq at;South
fand| SYof.friiit are sold[at.the
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IMPROVING LIVES...
CLOSE 1O HOME

Within this supportive community,
residents will have access to treatment
at DCCCA, childcare, educational pathways,
and employment support.

“ Thursday, October 2, 2025

‘ The Jayhawk Club - Lawrence
Mﬂ Start Time: 9 a.m.
[ 1] [ ] ] .
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H®ME STARTS HERE

A DCCCA Housewarming Benefit

Combine and
getinon the
surprise.

Kurt J Goeser Ins Agency Inc Here's the deal, our Home
Kurt Goeser, Agent A |
1811 Wakarusa Drive, Ste 100 and Auto rates are already
Lawrence, KS 66047 great. But when you combine
Bus: 785-843-0003
with State Farm® you can
save even more. Call me to
discover your surprisingly
great rates onHome and
Auto today.
State Farm Mutuai.ﬂur_u}mnbile.I}r:un:::e{:c-nwnn!f lee a good neighbor,
noe Company State Farmis there®

County Mutual Insurance Company Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

St; Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL & st t :
S ateFarm
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Agriculture as Education

Yet other community agricultural properties in the area don’t so much func-
tion as businesses but more so community assets—public places to gather
and become informed as to how our food and other plant life grows and is
harvested.

The Eudora Giving Garden started in 2020 at 706 Main St. but moved four
years ago to 545 West 20th St. when Noland and Stephanie Jones donated
land on their property to expand the garden and its offerings. A group of
community members came together to grow and give produce to senior
citizens in Eudora.

But feeding people never has been the sole purpose of the Eudora Giving
Garden.

“What we really want is for people to come here, have a picnic, do a tour,”
says Diane Guthrie, president of the Eudora Giving Garden. “We like to put
on some workshops, make this a destination for people.

“We feel like we've grown up in our fourth year (at the current location),” she
continues. “The community has supported us, stepping up with funding.”

Grant funding also has helped expand the garden so that it now can hold
events as well as food and herb growing, a cut flower garden, prairie gar-
den, bee habitat and pollinator garden, some sculptures, even a a little free
library. Nolan Jones especially enjoys hosting busloads of schoolchildren
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who come out to pull on lambs ear, a velvety plant species, touch a sensi-
tive plant and watch as its leaves close to protect itself, or to learn about
composting.

“It's just a neat community of folks interested in this,” Jones says. “The idea
isn’t to produce mass amounts of food. It's to educate. It's been real joy to
be a part of something like this.”

The Sunrise Project in Lawrence is a nonprofit organization formed in
2015 designed to provide space and opportunities for people of all ages
and backgrounds to come together and build social connection. One of the
ways it accomplishes that is with a community garden, open for all to ex-
plore from dawn to dusk. Another is the Lawrence Fruit Tree Project, first
formed in 2008 as a community-based solution to food insecurity. In 2012,
the Lawrence Community Orchard was created on four-fifths of an acre in
Burroughs Creek, with more than 100 plants composed of about 30 spe-
cies. Typically, the community comes together on the first Saturday of each
month (March through November) for Community Orchard Days.

“People have really responded to our growing gardens and orchard; people
of all kinds feel at home here,” says Melissa Freiburger, co-founder and
executive director of the Sunrise Project-Lawrence. “It feels really good to
see people coming here because they want to come together.

“It's our space,” she adds. “It's not the Sunrise Project’s space, but our
space together” A



Let us man age _-j Hedges helps mvestors find excel]em‘

your Lawrence @ RENT AL

investment

HOMES

Affordable rates. We handle /e 7 Bra
the daily details and send you - ‘As ”jm QULoUL: mvesﬂnmtpmpeﬂy -

the money by direct deposit
each month.

LOCAT!ON

PROPERTIES

:vww.HomesForLease.org B www HedgesRE c_em

1037 Vermont Street, Lawrence, KS 66044
Office 785-841-7300 ext 1 | Toll-Free 800-883-0412

Equal Housing Opportunity. If you have a brokerage relationship with another ageney, this is not intended as a solicitation. @ [E

DON’T. MISS.OUT.ON THE

“Best Social Hour in Lawrence”

5 Monday thru Friday 3pm to 6pm
\i‘r NI SN Y .\

A proud member of the
Lawrence Commumty

Y ==

AND, you and your friends can always enjoy great seats to watch your favor'lte team on one of our many
televisions with the hospitallity of our friendly servers bringing your drinks and concessions to your seats.

3512 Clinton Parkway | 856.BEER | brew23.com




'NATIONALLY
ACCREDITED.
WITHOUT THE

ROAD TRIP.

Cancer care that’s closer to you.

Our new Cancer Center is here, bringing you national
accreditation from the Commission on Cancer - the standard
setter for quality cancer care. Plus a team of oncologists
and the latest treatment options. All in one place.

p“f LMHHealth

Cancer Center





