THE FUTURE OF
AGRICULTURE
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Stré?séd‘ ._unc'ertam and hopéful NThat's liow Scott Thell-
man, 34 X descrlbes farmlng 1<1ﬂKansas“ rlght now. The
ﬁrst-generatlon farmer runs Junlper Hill Farms north
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of Lawrence one of the largest organic vegetable opera-
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), tions in the state.
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Wrth 70 acres of produce and a 13 person crew TheIIman has
S achleved what few young producers have'a' sustalnable fuII -time

farmlng career But that livelihood is growmg harder to mamtam
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' “We re bemg asked to plan out our whole season the year before,
& and then what was planned out and known either dries up or dlsap-
i pears, TheIIman explalns “The most difficult part right now as a
” M“r
kfirmer is the uncertalnty ol ‘e‘
0

f tions, but also by new'natlonal pollcles The recently passed One
Brg Beautlful Bill Act (OBBBA), 5|gned by Pre5|dent Donald Trump,

. ., revrses key prowsmns of the 2018 farm bill ‘and redefmes agricul-
! -ﬂ;‘ e
‘.:44 #tural priorities through 2031 o {

- . And with it come posrtrves and negatives.
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"'sized farms,” says Robln Reid,-an Extension economlst at Kansa

That uncertalnty is s'driven not onIy by weather and market fluctua- ~ State Un|vers|ty She notes however, that most payments wont be

The Ins and G)uts

OBBBA strengthens the safety net for farmers and ranchers byJup-
_
dating crop msurance rules and expandrng commodltyfsupport
- & - ™
programs..One key change allows farmers Who'earn more than 75
percent of thelr income from agrlculture to bypass prewous |ncome L
limits, unlocklng Iarger federal subS|d|es especially for fuII t|me -
large-scale producers. © Wz e

“Overall, this bill enhances risk management for both smaII and Iarge

distributed untrl October 2026.
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Kansas has approxrmately 56,000 farms, but the bulk of production
comes from a relatlvely small number of those. In Douglas County,
there are nearly 1,000 farms, and 87%”brlng in less than $100,000 a
year, according'to the U.S. I;epa’rtmentbf Agriculture. Yet most feder-
al subsidies go to the Iargest opﬁi::nsrsmce 1995, Douglas County




Scott TheIIman‘l’rr's‘pecting his produce on their family farm

o~ Crop |nsurance support was'also expanded with'the'government now
"!’», covermg a Iarger share of prem|ums However Buller notes that access to
?{affordable msurance remams I|m|ted for smallerldwersmed farms

“talcularly those_that grow frults and vegetables s * r*
”v&‘ < & e V’ g
; here weren 't really any provrsrons that‘would help smaller farmers un-
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 less they're growmg those [commodlty] crops,” he says.” N

3
)

S 2\ Y

b i_.-,"

<%

e 5 |
The new Iaw also includes tax breaks desrgned to help famlly farms re 3
g ma|n |n the famlly It keeps the federal estate tax exemptlon at $15 million
' per person which means most farms won 't owe estate taxes when passed
w
'down to the next generat|on Italso Iets farmers |mmed|ately deductupto ]
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$2.5 million in equ|pment or |nfrastructure purchases a big help for those ' 2
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mvestmg in new tractors, garns or other |mprovements _ ﬁ L E

A bright spot for farmers of all 5|zes is the cont|nuat|on of conservation
. 4fund|ng from the Inflation Reductlon Act'accordmg to' the Amerlcan’
T v:'-\ -
{Farm BureaurFederatlon Programs such as the Envrronmental Qualrt
“Ilncentlves Prggram (EQIP) and Conservatlon Stewardsh|p Program (CSP) q
AN T ﬂ‘
' WI|| ma|nta|n enhanced fund|ng through 2031: hat matterslbecause
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i these voluﬁtary programs help producers |mplement pract|ces that |m-‘
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people able to afford the most basw meals for themselves and mstead*
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have to make the most thrlfty and srmpllfled food decrsrons"gften’v_\irhlch <
farms have rece|ved appronmately $55 million i |n federal a|d_ 78% ° 7 end up belng h|ghly processéﬁ?éals mstead‘of-fre-shme foods » says 5

of which has gone to the top 10% of recipients; accordmg to the § Emily Lysen"dlrector of development for the Lawrence Farmers Market

Al {,\'g Envrronmental Workm‘g Group. 3 {'
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\ }. ) ' AThat trend is likely to contmue says Tom“Euller execut‘n‘e d|rec- = 4 . ~ -

¥ X tor of the Kansas Rural Center. He believes OBBBAs benefits are ¥ ‘ c .
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: ‘t‘ 5 skewed in favor of the most prominent players in agriculture.
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b\"r"’/ Under the new law, annual payment caps for commodlt!( pro- ; .
g/ ,"‘ﬁgc, grams were raised from $125,000 to $155 000 Farmers;who pre-
- 5/"1'-.' viously exceeded the $900,000 adjusted gross |ncome I|m|t are

B -
i’ 4 now eligible as long as most ‘of their i |ncome comez from farm--
& . |ng The government also increased pr|ce guarantees for crops
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. such as corn and soybeans, but these changes prlmanly benefrt
~ traditional commodity growers ¥ -



Farmto
Director.of Marketing for the Lawerence Farmer 'S <
Market, Emily Lysen showing the use of. SNABtokens to .
"/\@hase eg,;;s gnd fruit :vt’ the Farlrlners Mari'(e't E s SChOOl
Close to Home : programs
That worries farmer Thellman. brlng

“We have a farm bill that is kind of promoting ... specialty crop production, better access to food,”
he says, “but then on the reciprocal side of that, we are also facing the largest cuts to SNAP in our healthy,

nation’s history.” t t f d ,. :
In Douglas County, where 6% of the population is enrolled in and 30% are eligible for SNAP, Lysen nu rl lous 00 S ¥
says the cutbacks could deepen food insecurity. t 0 our s ch o 01

“With cuts and changes to eligibility requirements ... we anticipate fewer SNAP users,” she explains.

That translates to less money spent at local markets and with local farmers. c afeterlas, te ach
The Lawrence Farmers Market had been a model for success. Its Double Up Food Bucks program,
launched in 2016, matched SNAP purchases dollar-for-dollar and recently added a similar match Our Students e
for protein items. Each week, up to $2,000 in SNAP dollars are redeemed at the market, represent-
ing about $66,000 in local food sales that could now be lost.

“All SNAP and matching dollars go directly to farmers,” Lysen notes. “That's $66,000 in fresh, local
food not being eaten by our community members.”

Grocery stores like The Merc Co+op (The Merc) are bracing for ripple effects. agrlculture ,ﬂha?n
“Cuts to SNAP, particularly at this scale, will be deeply felt,” says Seth Naumann, general manager. -
“When families lose access to those benefits, it's not only a personal hardship but a loss of purchas- help eStabllSh
ing power in stores like ours and less revenue circulating in the local economy.”

The Merc plans to expand its discount program for low-income customers, MercShare, but private
efforts can't replace federal funding.

“Decreasing access to SNAP harms the families who rely on support, the farmers who grow that

food and the community as a whole,” Naumann says. generatlon R , ,

For now, Kansas farmers continue to plant, harvest and hope. “Phil 500“
“We always like to think on the bright side and look forward, not back,” Thellman adds.

Even in uncertain times, that optimism may be farmers’ most enduring crop. A
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Dermato|ogy

Accepting new patients
in Lawrence and Topeka!

Ricks Advanced Dermatology
& Skin Surgery

Wakarusa Corporate Centre
48910 Corporate Centre Drive, Suite 150
Lawrence, KS 66047

Open 7:30am-5pm Monday-Thursday

785-730-8770
RicksDerm.com
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[trubs-tid] adjective

Relied on with confidence; known
for dependability and integrity
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'NATIONALLY
ACCREDITED.
WITHOUT THE

ROAD TRIP.

Cancer care that’s closer to you.

Our new Cancer Center is here, bringing you national
accreditation from the Commission on Cancer - the standard
setter for quality cancer care. Plus a team of oncologists
and the latest treatment options. All in one place.

p“f LMHHealth

Cancer Center





