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TO D AY is for planning for
tomorrow's success.
In an ever-changing industry, Grandstand is no stranger to innovative
solutions that keep their branding business flourishing. When they

needed to expand by adding an on-site warehouse, they did so while
maintaining their day-to-day operations.
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heeds a good
company.
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Midco® #1 in Lawrence for:
- Responsive internet speeds

Chris Piper
Owner, Grandstand
Lawrence, KS

Watch the full Grandstand story at
Internet. Phone. TV.

Midco.com/Business/Internet
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Lawrence is at a crossroads. We are rich in culture, history, and academic influence. Economic growth # Steven Hertzog
isn't just about attracting businesses; it's also about keeping businesses, ensuring that Lawrence re-

mains a vibrant, welcoming place where residents can build fulfilling lives. Infrastructure, city policies, Feat.ured

quality of life, business recruitment, and workforce development all shape the city's economic trajectory. Writers:

INFRASTRUCTURE: BUILDING THE BACKBONE OF GROWTH EF‘)OT .LPer

atricia A.

A strong economy starts with a strong foundation. Roads, utilities, and internet connectivity aren't just
conveniences—they're necessities for businesses and residents alike. Reliable public transit, well-main-
tained roads, and expanded broadband access allow Lawrence to support both new industries and local

| 1 Michaelis, Ph.D.
ECONOMIC Nick Spacek

entrepreneurs. A city that efficiently moves people, goods, and information is better positioned to sustain GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY - Tara Trenary
growth. ON THE COVER (L-R) Darin M. White
CITY CODES AND POLICIES: SUPPORTING GROWTH Craig Owens,

Regulations can either encourage development or create barriers. Streamlining permits, modernizing EESIEGLIELE S Copy Editor:
zoning laws, and offering strategic incentives can promote investment and innovation. At the same time, JELLLCLTIE Tara Trenary
maintaining Lawrence's historic charm and vibrant downtown while allowing for necessary growth is key [iiiibbmis

in shaping the city's future. CRLLDLC7 Contribt_'ting
QUALITY OF LIFE: A KEY ECONOMIC DRIVER Photo by Steven Hertzog Writers:
Economic development isn't just about numbers—it's about people. Lawrence's artists, parks, schools, Autumn Bishop
universities, and a strong sense of community make it an attractive place to live. A thriving economy al- Valerie Jackson
lows the city to invest in these assets, ensuring that it remains a desirable location. Affordable housing is Steve Nowak
also crucial, as rising costs can impact workforce availability and long-term community stability.

BUSINESS RECRUITMENT: STRENGTHENING THE LOCAL ECONOMY Contributing
Attracting new businesses and supporting existing ones are both essential to Lawrence's economic Photographers:
future. With the University, its skilled workforce, and its cultural vibrancy make it an appealing location Jeff Burkhead
for companies looking to expand. Supporting business retention through infrastructure improvements, Marc Havener,
workforce training programs, and economic incentives further strengthens the local economy. Resonate Pictures, Inc
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT: PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE Douglas County Historical Society,
A well-trained workforce is essential to economic growth. Collaborations with KU, Peaslee Tech, and Watkins History Museum
community colleges help ensure that residents have the skills needed for high-demand jobs. Appren-

ticeships, continuing education programs, and career training initiatives help bridge the gap between INQUIRIES & ADVERTISING
employers' needs and workers' abilities, fostering a more resilient economy. INFORMATION CONTACT:

LOOKING AHEAD editor@LawrenceBusinessMagazine.com
Lawrence has the talent, culture, and resources to sustain a strong and diverse economy. By focusing LawrenceBusinessMagazine.com

on infrastructure, thoughtful policies, quality of life, business support, and workforce development, the ) )
. . . e . . . . Lawrence Business Magazine, LLC
city can continue to grow while maintaining its unique identity. These factors will shape the future of

Exp e ri e n C e d} C O mp re h e n S i U e ’ Lawrence, ensuring that it remains a dynamic place to live, work, and invest. 3514 ng:;:::z:yées:;; A-113

FOUNDATION AWARDS

[ ] [ ] . .
frl e n dl d e n tl S tr for a ll a e S b The 12 Annual Lawrence Business Magazine Foundation Awards with presenting sponsor INTRUST ISRl Ee il LU
y y g o p Bank will take place on April 22 at Maceli's. We hope you can come out and help us celebrate these [IEiESEEEIESERIC EEAE N el
growing businesses and businesses giving back. More info at LawrenceBusinessMagazine.com/founda- ‘L‘Egrte”i’j by lewtr?gcte dB“;'”‘Z?S '\Tagaz_l'”f'
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: : I0E When we Shop Local - Shop Baldwin, Eudora, Lecompton, and Lawrence (and use Local Services) - we [Relell CREc I a%:1e M NT R o =Tu el (a -9 o 0] o) [{er=1ele)y)

I}’l Ulsallgn y = _ are supporting those businesses, giving back to our community, and building a future together. [KeIloISWI=YoIaTaIC-YoReT=Yol{ele [NIeIYe RVI1sleINI il
publisher’s permission. Lawrence Business
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Let’s thrive together.

As friends, neighbors and healthcare teams, LMH Health supports
vibrant communities. With leading edge medicine and dedicated
clinicians and staff, we’re building a strong, healthy future.

See what’s possible at Imh.org/thrive.

F-LMHHealth

A partner for lifelong health






