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Midco.com/Business

Small and local. Big and global. Whatever 
the size and scope of your business, Midco® 
provides the services and support to keep 
your goals on track and you in control.

Internet. Phone. TV. 

Our business
 solutions
don’t stop.
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHERS
Skilled trades and the training required to excel in them are vital to our thriving community. 
This wide range of professions includes plumbers, electricians, carpenters, welders, HVAC, 
robotics, commercial drivers, and mechanics, to name a few. Luckily, we have many of these 
businesses in Lawrence and the capacity to train for these careers. The significance of these 
professions goes beyond economic contributions, as they play a fundamental role in shaping 
the fabric of our local community. Unfortunately, we cannot cover all of the businesses here 
in Douglas County, but we try to give you an overview of these professions and a little insight 
into the careers.

Skilled trades offer an alternative educational pathway for community members who may 
not want to pursue traditional two and four-year college degrees or are looking for a second 
career. Vocational and technical training programs provide accessible avenues for personal 
and professional development. When residents are trained and employed in these jobs, it 
bolsters our local economy. These skilled tradespeople are responsible for building and 
maintaining critical infrastructure – including our city streets and county roads, bridges, water 
utilities, constructing homes, schools, healthcare facilities, and local businesses.

Lawrence's Peaslee Tech offers technical training for skilled trades, as well as mentorship 
and apprenticeship opportunities. The passing down of knowledge and skills from experi-
enced professionals to newcomers is a valuable aspect of community-building. It ensures 
that expertise is preserved and that younger generations have access to essential skills.

Another key role the skilled trades play is in promoting sustainable practices within Lawrence 
and the greater community. Electricians install energy-efficient lighting, plumbers implement 
water-saving technologies, and HVAC technicians optimize heating and cooling systems 
for energy conservation, reducing resource consumption, which benefits the environment.

Skilled tradespeople are essential for quick and effective responses during emergencies, 
such as natural disasters or power outages. Electricians, for example, help restore power, 
while carpenters and construction workers assist in rebuilding damaged structures. Good 
training in these professions helps ensure that Lawrence stays resilient and better equipped 
to handle unforeseen challenges.

As you read through this issue, please remember that all our advertisers have a stake in the 
local economy; we ask you to first consider them before looking to source your needs out-
side of the community. Try and shop locally as much as possible and avoid the urge to order 
online. If you find something online – see if one of our local businesses has it. We know they 
would appreciate the business - our local businesses are at the center of our community. 

When we Shop Local - Shop Baldwin, Eudora, Lecompton, and Lawrence (and use Local 
Services) -we are supporting those businesses, giving back to our community, and building 
a future together.

Sincerely,

Ann Frame Hertzog  Steven Hertzog 
Editor-in-Chief/Publisher Chief Photographer/Publisher
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ON THE COVER - PEASLEE  ON THE COVER - PEASLEE  
REPRESENTATIVES  REPRESENTATIVES  
((clockwiseclockwise  fromfrom  leftleft):  ):  
Nick Marshall - Math Instructor, Nick Marshall - Math Instructor, 
Adult Education Program (GED); Adult Education Program (GED); 
Brittany Hall - Board Member;  Brittany Hall - Board Member;  
Dr. Kevin Kelley - CEO;  Dr. Kevin Kelley - CEO;  
Stephen Huffman - Welding Student; Stephen Huffman - Welding Student; 
Lina Matthews - Welding Student; Lina Matthews - Welding Student; 
Isabella Armstrong - Automotive Isabella Armstrong - Automotive 
Technology Student;  Technology Student;  
Kevin Bailey - Automotive  Kevin Bailey - Automotive  
Technology Instructor.Technology Instructor.
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