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Strip creator Prince expected about 200 entrants from
across the nation. The winners were to receive savings
bonds as well as trophies. The prize for the top eliminator
was $100, and other bonds went to the following: middle
eliminator, $50; little eliminator, $50; top fuel time, $50;
top gas time, $50; street eliminator, $25; and stock elimi-
nator, $25. In addition, trophies costing more than $1300
were to be awarded. The newspaper article in the Aug. 16,
1960, Lawrence Journal World noted the trophies would
be on display in Lawrence stores for the next week. The
event was expected to attract some of the fastest drag
racing cars in the nation.

An article in the Aug. 25 Lawrence Journal World de-
scribed a couple of the cars competing in the event as
follows:

The aircraft-engined Nickelson Tool and Die Drag-
ster, from Wichita, is an early entrant. ... Bob
Nickelson, the car’s driver, is currently leading the
AHRA national point system and will be out for
bonus points here this weekend. Another Wichita-
based machine, Whitey Myers’ fuel burning coupe
which has clocked at over 130 miles per hour, is in
second place behind Nickelson. He’ll challenge for
the coveted Top Eliminator trophy.

The club provided bleachers for these races. The article
noted that the area had been “oiled” to cut down on dust.
Several of the local dragsters were going to be on display
in downtown Lawrence on Friday night before the races
began on Saturday. Any records set during the event
would be recognized by the American Hot Rod Associa-
tion.

On Aug. 26, Journal World readers were provided with a
short primer on drag racing so race spectators would be
more informed about the sport.

Drag racing, an automotive sport, has had a tre-
mendous growth in the past few years in America.
Timing is done by special clocks which measure
elapsed time (E.T.) it takes the car to go from a stop
to the end of the distance and top speed achieved
by the car. Fundamentally, drag racing is a contest
of acceleration in which two vehicles race from a
dead stop to a finish-line.

In addition to races, time trials, where cars were timed
individually, would be held to award prizes to drivers with
the fastest times. Cars were divided into classes, so simi-
lar cars would race each other for a fairer competition.

The article continued with a list of the various classes:

There are stock cars, gas coupe sedans, street
roadsters, altered coupe sedans, roadsters, gas
dragsters, hot roadsters, modified roadsters, com-

KONA ICE OF LAWRENCE/TOPEKA/MANHATTAN

Envista

credit union

YOUR STORY

IS our passion.

READ the Kona Ice story at EnvistaBusiness.com

ENHANCING COMFORT

AT LAWRENCE PRESBYTERIAN MANOR

Pl‘esbytemn Manors
of Mid-America

Lawrence

s : : CRAFTSMANS K p
Fourth and fifth floor residents will enjoy freshly 9!

updated kitchens, restrooms and accommodations. M C E 1 ro S
McElroy’s provided plumbing, heating and air s y
expertise in partnership with Harbin Construction. R AR AL L BL O MBI HEATING. <




INVEST IN
YOUR
BUSINESS

A membership with
The Chamber provides
| numerous benefits to help you
sustain and grow your
business.

/  From networking to resources
~  and advocacy, the Chamber is
e always striving to provide the
best services to our members

! and their business needs.

”
1R]<

ADVOCACY

2.
LEADERSHIP

Cchamber @

LAWRENCE - KANSAS

WWW.LAWRENCECHAMBER.COM

petition coupe sedans, fuel dragsters, sports cars,
four bangers and fuel coupe sedans.

Definitions of these historic classes are difficult to find, as
the sport has evolved into classes such as top fuel drag-
ster, top fuel funny car, pro stock, top alcohol dragster and
top alcohol funny car.

The American Hot Rod Association Eighth-Mile Drag
Championships on Aug. 27 and 28 started with time trials
on Saturday morning. Saturday evening included races
for the stock cars and stock sports cars. One of the fast-
est dragsters in the U.S. ran an exhibition under the lights
that evening. The car was owned by Creitz Automotive
Co., of Tulsa, Oklahoma. It was a “supercharged” Chevro-
let and ran on nitrogen fuel. It had been timed at a speed
of 140 mph on an eighth of a mile track. Sunday afternoon
would feature the “big car” eliminations. The savings bond
prizes were sponsored by Marks Jewelers, Harnar Auto
Supply, Dr. Pepper and the Douglas County State Bank.
A number of other local businesses were sponsors of the
championships. Local drivers had some success in their
classes. Ron Hoover’s and Larry Stemmerman’s flathead
dragster won its class, and an alcohol-altered car owned
by Clifford Burgert and Harlan Miller was a class winner.
It was estimated that more than 2000 people viewed the
races over the two-day event.

After the excitement of the National Championships, the
Crusaders Car Club purchased the newest safety devices
for the cars they raced on the drag strip. They acquired
four parachutes, which stopped cars in less than half the
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distance it took using brakes. And of course, racing con-
tinued with additional races on Saturday, Oct. 8. 1961.
More than 100 entries from lowa, Colorado, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas competed for tro-
phies.

One Lawrence resident gained fame as a drag racer.
Frederick Inyard, an African American, won a number of
races during 1960 and 1961. In 1962, he won the A/Gas
AHRA National Championship. He drove a supercharged
Oldsmobile dragster.

The Crusaders Club drag strip was definitely successful
and provided various kinds of learning experiences for its
students. Bill Prince could not have imagined the impact
the automotive club races would have on the community.
They capitalized on the growing popularity of drag racing
(Kansas had 41 drag strips at various times), and their
events brought several thousand competitors and specta-
tors to Lawrence.

This drag strip remained in operation until 1986. A
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